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SWIFT TO HENRY ST. JOHN

Chelsea, May n, 1711.

SIR,

BEING convinced, by certain ominous prognostics, that
my life Is too short to permit me the honour of ever dining
another Saturday with Sir Simon Harcourt, Knight, or
Robert Harley, Esq., I beg I may take the last farewell of
those two gentlemen to-morrow.1 I made this request on
Saturday last, unfortunately after you were gone; and
they, like great statesmen, pretended they could do nothing
In It without your consent; particularly my Lord Keeper,
as a lawyer, raised Innumerable difficulties, although I
submitted to allow you an hour's whispering before dinner,
and an hour after. My Lord Rivers would not offer one
word In my behalf, pretending he himself was but a toler-
ated person.2 The Keeper alleged, you could do nothing
but whoa all three were capitularly met, as if you could
never open but like a parish chest, with the three keys to-
gether. It grieves me to see the present Ministry thus
confederated to poll down my great spirit.

Pray, Sir, ind an expedient, Finding expedients is the
business of Secretaries of State. I will yield to any reason-
able conditions not below my dignity. I will not find fault
with the victuals; I will restore the water-glass that I stole,
and solicit for my Lord Keeper's salary. And, Sir, to show
you I am not a person to be safely injured, if you dare
refuse me justice In this point, I will appear before you In
a pudding-sleeve gown, I will disparage your snuff, write
a lampoon upon Nably Car/ dine with you upon a foreign
post-day; nay, I will read verses in your presence, until you
snatch them out of my hands.4 Therefore pray, Sir, take

1 Hie following day was Saturday, It was not, however, until the
243* of that month that tike pateat creating Harley a peer as Earl of

Oxford was passed.

* Lord Rivers (supra, p. 227, JL i) bad been " cHd " by Swift for

at these cMmners (** Prose Works,31 % 122).

*                BiHy Catx, who was appointed a Groom of tlie Bedr-
to George I (aThe Wentrarth Papers/1 p, 419).

~* Tib              is apparently to an occasion on which Swift bad
tion, so I                         too,           I                 very                   It
